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Federal Communications Commission § 80.308 

§ 80.157 or by a crewmember who may 
perform other duties relating to the op-
eration or navigation of the vessel, pro-
vided such other duties do not interfere 
with the watch. The use of a properly 
adjusted squelch is not considered to 
adversely affect the watch. The VHF 
watch need not be maintained by ves-
sels subject to the Bridge-to-Bridge Act 
and participating in a Vessel Traffic 
Services (VTS) system when an effi-
cient listening watch is maintained on 
both the bridge-to-bridge frequency 
and a VTS frequency. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 68 
FR 46967, Aug. 7, 2003] 

§ 80.306 Provisions governing the ra-
diotelegraph watch. 

(a) The radio officer must use the 
main or reserve receiver, and either 
headphones or a loudspeaker to keep 
the watch on 500 kHz. 

(b) During the watch, the radio offi-
cer may temporarily interrupt the re-
quired watch on 500 kHz while trans-
mitting or receiving signals or mes-
sages to or from a station but only if it 
is not feasible to simultaneously han-
dle such traffic and listen on 500 kHz 
by split headphones or a loudspeaker. 
The watch on 500 kHz must, however, 
without exception be maintained dur-
ing the silence periods. 

(c) During this watch, on vessels sub-
ject to the Communications Act and 
the Safety Convention on international 
voyages, the radio officer may dis-
continue listening when handling traf-
fic on other frequencies or performing 
other essential radio duties, but only if 
it is impracticable to listen by split 
headphones or loudspeaker. The watch 
must always be maintained by a radio 
officer using headphones or loud-
speaker during the silence periods. The 
term ‘‘essential radio duties’’ in this 
rule includes urgent repairs of radio-
communication equipment used for 
safety or radio navigational equipment 
by order of the master. 

(d) When authorized by the master, 
the radio officer may perform mainte-
nance repair of communications, navi-
gation or other electronic equipment 
outside of the radiotelegraph room, 
provided that the listening watch on 
500 kHz can be maintained by head-
phones, loudspeakers, portable receiv-

ers, or other suitable means. The watch 
on 500 kHz must be maintained in the 
radiotelegraph room during the silence 
period. 

§ 80.307 Compulsory use of radio-
telegraph auto alarm. 

The radiotelegraph auto alarm re-
quired on a cargo ship subject to the 
radiotelegraph provisions of part II of 
title III of the Communications Act or 
the Safety Convention must be in oper-
ation, connected to the main antenna 
and adjusted for optimum efficiency at 
all times while the ship is being navi-
gated in the open sea when a radio offi-
cer is not listening on the frequency 
500 kHz, except under the cir-
cumstances as set forth in § 80.306(b). 

§ 80.308 Watch required by the Great 
Lakes Radio Agreement. 

(a) Each ship of the United States 
that is equipped with a radiotelephone 
station for compliance with the Great 
Lakes Radio Agreement must when un-
derway keep a watch on: 

(1) 156.800 MHz on board a vessel 20 
meters (65 feet) and over in length, a 
vessel engaged in towing (See 
§ 80.951(b)), or a vessel carrying more 
than 6 passengers for hire. This watch 
must be maintained whenever the sta-
tion is not being used for authorized 
traffic. However, a watch on 156.800 
MHz need not be maintained by a ves-
sel maintaining a watch on the bridge- 
to-bridge frequency 156.650 MHz and 
participating in a Vessel Traffic Serv-
ices (VTS) system and maintaining a 
watch on the specified VTS frequency. 

(2) 156.650 MHz on board a vessel 38 
meters (124 feet) and over in length, a 
vessel engaged in towing (See 
§ 80.951(b)), or a vessel carrying more 
than six passengers for hire. This 
watch must be maintained continu-
ously and effectively. Sequential moni-
toring is not sufficient. Portable VHF 
equipment may be used to meet this re-
quirement. Vessels are exempted from 
this requirement while transiting the 
St. Lawrence Seaway and complying 
with the Joint Regulations of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway Authority and St. 
Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-
poration between the lower exit of St. 
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